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Pilot GSJ Course Takes Off 
 

From the outset, student response to GSJ: The 

Changing Face of Homelessness was  

overwhelming.  The class filled on the first day of registration, and over 

thirty students thereafter contacted instructors directly about being  

wait-listed. The genesis for this course sprang from the transformative 

learning that Professor McCarthy saw students experience during a GSJ 

abroad course, as well as her unease with the privilege implied in being 

able to afford a month out of the country.  Several students explicitly 

stated that they had wanted to go abroad but were unable and were  

excited to find a similar, local opportunity through this course. 
 

As with GSJ abroad, students attended a course orientation in December 

and came to class on the first day having already completed the majority 

of their readings and written assignments. Throughout J-term, students 

attended class two days per week in St. Stephen’s church basement and 

worked two days per week (totaling 20 hours) at a community  

organization addressing issues of homelessness.  Holding class off  

campus set the tone for the sort of experiential, community-based learning for which the course was designed.  

Justice and action cannot be separated, and having students actually do work in the community embodied this  

belief.  Reflection was the primary focus during class time; 

students made connections between their community work, 

course content, and their own lived experiences. Overall, 

students experienced learning as an ever evolving  process, 

moving from action to reflection and back again. Students 

also engaged in learning through such activities as a poverty 

simulation through Urban Immersion Service Retreats and 

“A Day in the Life” with St. Stephen’s Human Rights  

Program. Students collaborated with zAmya Theater Project, 

whom will come to campus on February 12th as a GSJ  

convocation to raise awareness of homelessness. 
 

Final student evaluations of this pilot GSJ were highly  

positive. Students repeatedly stated that this local immersion 

experience opened their eyes to how much they didn’t know 

about justice in their own communities. Community Work 

and Learning looks forward to continuing this model in the 

future and invites any faculty with an interest to contact 

Martha at mjmalinski@stkate.edu or ext.8718. 

By Amanda Steepleton 

GSJ Convocation:  
zAmya Theater Project 

Thursday, Feb. 12, 2009 
12:00-1:00pm 

Coeur de Catherine-3rd Floor Atrium 

(outside Rauenhorst Ballroom) 
Come prepared to have  

Fun, Laugh, and Participate!  
 

Join zAmya Theater Project, bringing together 

housed and homeless individuals, to increase 

awareness, understanding, and advocacy for the 

homeless through community-based theater. 
 

Refreshments will be provided,  

and you'll receive a free bracelet! 

GSJ students work with zAmya theater to 

“sculpt” homelessness. 

Focus for this month’s newsletter: This past J-term, Community Work and Learning partnered with nursing  

faculty Ginny McCarthy to offer a new model for Global Search for Justice—a local, service-learning immersion 

experience. Amanda Steepleton (St. Joseph Worker at Community Work and Learning) joined as co-instructor in 

teaching the course with Professor McCarthy. The course, entitled “The Changing Face of Homelessness,” looked 

at the issue of homelessness through multiple justice frameworks and was modeled on the study abroad format for 

GSJ.  
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The Truth in My Heart 
This J-term, I had the opportunity to be part of a pilot Global Search for 

Justice course in which we studied and reflected upon the “Changing Face 

of Homelessness.” This course was different from any other I have taken in my last four 

years at the College of St. Catherine. As a nursing major, I’ve had clinicals, which required 

me to be involved in the community, but nothing comes close to my experience over the 

past month. To aid our understanding of different perspectives of justice, homelessness, 

and possibilities for action, we partnered with various community organizations in the 

Twin Cities. I spent more than twenty hours over three weeks working with St. Stephen’s 

Human Rights Program, an organization that works to empower people experiencing 

homelessness and create change through education and grassroots organizing. Being in the 

community and working actively for social change helped me look at learning beyond the 

perspective of books and class lectures, bringing better understanding and honor to the true life stories and realities 

of people within my own community. 
 

At first, I thought it was going to be hard for me to build a compassionate connection with homeless individuals. 

However, through talking with people experiencing homelessness and hearing their stories first hand, I confronted 

and came to better understand my own fears and prejudices.  I learned that homelessness is not about people being 

lazy, bad, or worthless. One homeless woman told me, “When I try to leave this lifestyle, it is the world and the 

way it functions that always someway, somehow leads back into homelessness.”  I had never thought of  

homelessness in these terms, but as I continued to work at St. Stephen’s and heard from classmates working in 

other organizations, I began to see that what she shared with me was true. Homelessness is more than the lack of a 

home; it is also the lack of voice and power in our current societal structure. People work so hard to get themselves 

out of homelessness, but systemic injustice too frequently leaves them stuck or falling even deeper. 
 

As I engaged in community work, I found opportunities to personally relate my life stories and experiences to those 

of people experiencing homelessness.  I was able to build a personal connection to the issue.  Suddenly, I saw my 

story as a young Asian woman trying to make it in life all on my own connecting in a profound way to those with 

whom I spoke.  Our lives are not so far apart as it is comfortable to believe.  Many in society would like to hide 

homelessness, but it is not and cannot be invisible, no matter how much we might wish to push it into the darkest 

corners.  Homelessness is not one person’s problem; it is everyone’s problem. 
 

My community work experience also taught me another lesson that 

was a foundation for our class—justice and action cannot be  

separated.  I used to think that silence and patience were the greatest 

responses to injustice, but I have learned that they only keep us in the 

“safe zone.” Change is hard and requires physical action. During the 

course, I went with St. Stephen’s to the Capitol to personally set up  

appointments with legislators and talk to them about our issue. I 

learned that leaving messages on an answering machine does nothing.  

We had to travel all the way to the Capitol, stand in their office, and 

demand the appointments for ourselves.  We had to convince legislators to listen to what we had to say. It really 

takes action, energy, and work to make a difference. 
 

I believe that this course has been one to the most eye-opening experiences throughout my education at the College 

of St. Catherine.  Once we achieve true passion and genuine relationships in community with others, then we can 

put an end homelessness and other injustices. Change first begins within me, and I am changed.  I know I will  

extend my truth outward.  I have gained some very valuable tools to not only help put an end to homelessness but 

also to see that I can do what I once believed I could not—create change for a more just society.  As I look towards 

graduation this spring, I want to continue to build and strengthen my relationships with the community and give 

what I can through the truth in my heart, which is compassion and the realization that my actions and passion  

matter in this world of which I am a part. 

By Kabou Xiong 

Faculty Development Workshop 
Thursday, April 16  

11:45am-1:00pm 
Located at AQM Center for Women 

Coeur de Catherine 230 

Learn more about this course and the 

new local immersion model! 



 T HE CIVI C CONNE CT OR  Page 3 

Homelessness Advocates Seek Support at the Capitol 
Throughout the course GSJ: Changing Face of Homelessness, four other students and I had the  

opportunity to partner with the Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless.  The Coalition works to end 

homelessness and create affordable housing options for all households.  They advocate for people experiencing 

homelessness, especially on legislative and policy issues.  The members who make up the Coalition include  

advocates, service providers, and individuals who have experienced homelessness in their lifetimes.  The  

Coalition’s vision is to “end homelessness by addressing the urgent needs of those currently experiencing it, while 

promoting strategies that will prevent homelessness.”  In addition to legislative advocacy, the Coalition fosters  

public awareness and works with individuals who are homeless, helping them talk about their experience and fight 

for their rights and basic needs. 
 

For three weeks, the five of us worked very hard to help organize and 

set up Lobby Day, which is occurring on February 10th at the Capitol 

from 8:00am-2:30pm.  Every year, the Coalition has its Lobby Day, 

which gathers constituents from all over the state and allows them the 

chance to meet with the legislators in their district to discuss, share  

stories, and bring a real face to the complex issue of homelessness.  

This year, constituents will bring public awareness and proposals for 

change to several specific issues regarding homelessness, including: 1) 

transitional housing/emergency shelters, 2) the Runaway and Homeless 

Youth Act, and 3) outreach regarding the policy and how they treat 

people experiencing homelessness. 
 

In order for Lobby Day to be a success, we must make sure that there 

are enough constituents from each district and meetings are arranged 

with all of the proper legislators.  During our time at the Coalition, we 

set up over 200 meetings with legislators and called hundreds of  

constituents throughout the state to ensure that there will be many  

individuals there to educate legislators on what action needs to be 

taken.  Many legislators are only experts in a given area and know very 

little to nothing about homelessness; they need to be educated about 

why this issue is important to us, their constituents.  In our current  

economic times, it is now more crucial than ever that citizens get vocal and not accept cuts to those in greatest need 

in our society. 
 

From my experience at the Coalition, I have learned 

that if we expect things to change in the future, we 

must act now.  We cannot sit around and wait for 

others to change the system but instead must make 

the issue known and change things ourselves.  Many 

believe that they cannot create change, but I  

challenge and ask you to join us on February 10th at 

Lobby Day. 

By Kate Milner 

Get Involved and Help End Homelessness! 

Join Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless for 

Lobby Day 
Tuesday, February 10th 

8:00am-2:30pm 

at the Capitol 

Register at www.mnhomelesscoalition.org  

and Click on  

“Now is the Time to End Homelessness!” 

Students visit the Capitol to set up meetings 

with legislators for Lobby Day 



Student Staff: 
 

Carrie Feldman 

America Reads Coordinator 

 

Andrea Lund 

America Reads Coordinator 

 

Doubara Wis-Wolo 

America Reads Coordinator 
  

Martha Malinski 

Director 

 

D’Ann Urbaniak Lesch 

Program Coordinator 

 

Amanda Steepleton 

St. Joseph Worker 
 

2004  Randolph Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

Coeur de Catherine, Room 233 

Phone: 651.690.6842 

Fax: 651.690.6351 

Email: communitywork@stkate.edu 

americareads@stkate.edu 

Visit us online 

www.stkate.edu

/cwl 

Community Work and Learning Staff 
THE COLLEGE OF  

ST. CATHERINE CENTER FOR 

COMMUNITY WORK AND  

LEARNING  
 

Mary Delaware 

Service-learning Coordinator 

 

Kamila Zasowska 

Service-learning Coordinator 

 

Kao Xiong 

Office Assistant 
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Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless 

Peace House Community 

St. Stephen’s Kateri Residence 

St. Stephen’s Human Rights Program 

St. Stephen’s Street Outreach 

YWCA Transitional Housing Program 

 

GSJ class gathers on last day during celebration potluck with community 

partners 

“All too often people see what they want to see, creating a narrow vision of reality.  To create change, to  

honestly feel compassion, we must take down the shields, feel the discomfort and face reality as it reveals 

truth...I will look at situations in a much less superficial manner, digging to find the meaning and truth below 

the surface in the hopes that I can make a difference.  I will no longer look at a situation, ask a question, and 

not initiate finding an answer.”   -Anne Stepnick, student 

“Academically, our 

course material was 

unlike any I have been 

exposed to before.  I am 

personally so grateful 

because we seem to turn 

a blind eye to the  

homeless population.  

This class challenged us 

to move outside the 

classroom and interact 

with a variety of people.  

My experiences were 

positive, and though I 

have much to learn, I 

have an excellent  

foundation.” 

-Katie McGraw, student 

“I have learned that I am 

connected to all human 

beings in a deep and 

profound way.  As a  

result, I have come to 

feel responsible for  

living my life in a way 

that promotes justice.  

Biases I had going to 

Peace House about the 

intelligence and  

motivation of the  

homeless have been 

thrown aside, and I now 

recognize it was my own 

lack of education that 

formed those biases.” 

-Anonymous, student 

Final Student Feedback: 

Thank You to Community Organizations Who Worked with This Class! 


